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The Maryland Education Coalition (MEC) fights for adequate, equitable 
funding and systemic accountability because every child deserves a 
quality education and because achievement gaps must be closed.   
 
The transition to Common Core State Standards (CCSS) is underway 
across the country.  The aim – to make sure that students are prepared 
for the demands of a 21st Century world – is noble and necessary. The 
standards themselves were developed and vetted with care by education 
experts. 
  
However, implementation is challenging, and to assure that it is done 
with the greatest efficiency and maximum positive impact, Maryland 
should take a close look at what is needed to support and ease the 
change.  It is worth noting that recent national polling shows teachers 
who have had a chance to work with the Common Core are increasingly 
supportive of them, with 75% endorsing the CCSS – but they do clamor 
for more help and time to bring about the shift. (Scholastic/Gates poll) 
  
Furthermore, the testing that Maryland has agreed to perform is costly. It 
behooves us to learn more about the specifics and dollar figures 
associated with rolling out PARCC. 
  
The Fiscal Note for HB 1164 explains the bill’s charges the that by 
September 1, 2014, the workgroup must report to the Governor, MSDE, 
and the General Assembly its findings and recommendations including:  
 

(1) the anticipated cost of the implementation of PARCC 
assessments;  
(2) the status of readiness of local education agencies and 
MSDE to implement PARCC assessments; and  
(3) an analysis of technological and infrastructure deficiencies 
and recommendations for State budget action to ensure that 
schools are capable of administering PARCC assessments. 

  
By January 1, 2015, the workgroup must report to the Governor and 
General Assembly on any recommendations for legislation to:  
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(1) improve the future implementation of CCSS, including 
professional development and resources;  
(2) improve the implementation of PARCC assessments;  
(3) codify changes in the process for rolling out a new 
curriculum to achieve smoother rollouts and better preparation 
in the future; or  
(4) ensure adequate time and training for teachers to 
implement future new curricula. 

  
These are sensible measures. Therefore, the Maryland Education 
Coalition supports House Bill 1164 and its commitment to making sure 
that the Common Core is well implemented in Maryland. We urge a 
favorable report. 

 


